The Superpowers and the Middle East
to deal with the problem through diplomatic channels. But
Israel had made it clear that she would act militarily if the
Gulf was not opened quickly to her shipping.47 The United
States therefore sought to act hurriedly and pressed for action
through the U.N. On 31 May 1967, she introduced an "interim"
draft resolution which called upon the parties concerned, as a
first step, to comply with the U.N. Secretary-General's appeal
to "exercise special restraint, to forego belligerence and to avoid
all other actions which could increase tension" in order to
provide an essential "breathing spell". The resolution also
encouraged the immediate pursuit of diplomacy in the interests
of pacifying the situation and seeking reasonable, peaceful, and
just solutions to all major Arab-Israeli problems. The United
States interpreted the resolution to mean that Egypt would
have to reopen the Gulf of Aqaba to Israel, at least for the
time being.48 This was opposed by the Arabs who accused
the United States of acting on behalf of Israel. The American
draft resolution was, however, supported by most of the Security
Council members; but the Soviet Union, to show her solidarity
with the Arabs, rejected it. Once the United States realized
that she could not obtain the approval of the Security Council
for any resolution acceptable either to the West or to Israel,
she resorted to diplomatic efforts outside the U.N., urging both
the Arab and Israeli leaders to do everything possible to avoid
war. But because by this time all Arabs considered the United
States to be acting as a partisan of the Israelis, the American
4? On 27 May 1967, the Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol received a
cable from President Johnson urging hini not to take military action in view
of the likely catastrophic consequences. On the same day, the Israeli
Foreign Minister Abba Efaan stated that "the United States has assured
him of its support to Israeli measures to open the Gulf of Aqaba." Ibid.,
p. 163,
<*U.N. Doc. S/PV 1345, 31 May 1967.
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